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Fully Revised & Updated Edition of the New York Times Bestselling and Highly Praised Book on
ISISWith newly added material and breaking news including:—Interview with a former ISIS
spymaster—Why ISIS is targeting Europe and the US—What Russia wants in Syria—
Revelations on the brutal ideology of ISISWith brutal attacks in last year across the globe—
Brussels, Paris, Beirut, Egypt, Turkey—the Islamic State of Iraq and Syria (ISIS) has proved itself
the greatest terrorist threat in the world today. They have conquered massive territories in Syria
and Iraq in a bid to create a new Muslim caliphate under the strict dictates of Sharia law. In this
fully revised and updated edition of ISIS: Inside the Army of Terror, American journalist Michael
Weiss and Syrian analyst Hassan Hassan explain how these violent extremists evolved from a
nearly defeated Iraqi insurgent group into a jihadi army of international volunteers who, with
slickly produced murder videos, are spreading violence and mayhem across the globe.
Beginning with the early days of Abu Musab al-Zarqawi, the founder of ISIS’s first incarnation,
Weiss and Hassan explain who the key players are—from their leader Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi to
the former Saddam Baathists in their ranks—where they come from, how they have attracted
both local and global support, and how they operate—from their social media strategy to their
illicit oil revenues. As money and matériel continue to flow into the region to combat the ISIS’s
spreading terror, other forces—Assad’s regime, Russian planes, Iranian Quds Forces, and other
Shiite militias—are gaining power and using the fight against ISIS as a means to leverage
their agenda in the region.Political and military maneuvering by the United States, Iraq, Iran,
Syria, and Russia have fueled ISIS’s explosive expansion. In five new chapters, the authors
delve further into the inner workings of the Army of Terror and what it is like to live under their
ever-tightening rule. With invaluable and exclusive insider information, the authors explore the
Islamic State’s enigmatic recruitment and training methods, the impact of their military
successes and failures, and how they structure and empower home-grown cells worldwide
to carry out their terror. Drawing on original interviews with former US military officials and
current ISIS fighters—and brand-new interviews with a former ISIS spy, as well as Kurdish and
Yazidi survivors of the ISIS’s assault on northern Iraq—the authors reveal the internecine
struggles within the movement itself, as well as ISIS’s bloody hatred of Shiite Muslims, which is
generating another sectarian war in the region. A new generation of terror has dawned in
the world and to understand how to stop it, we must understand who they are.

Times of London Best Books of 2015Wall Street Journal Top 10 Books on Terrorism "A
remarkable book."— Anderson Cooper"Weiss and Hassan provide a detailed explanation of
how the Islamic State 'manages savagery' on the ground . . . this account of the Islamic State in
Iraq is a valuable summation and the most serious book-length study of the Islamic State to be



published so far."— New York Times Book Review Editors' Choice "Weiss and Hassan capture
the complexity of the . . . imbroglios that gave rise to the Islamic State . . . in this thorough and
accessible book." —Foreign Affairs"The first book to fully explain what ISIS is seeking and why
they are such a threat to the world. An absolute must-read for anyone who wants to understand
the risk we all face from radical Islam."—Douglas E. Schoen, political analyst, author of The
Russia-China Axis: The New Cold War and America's Crisis of Leadership"A . . . detailed and
nuanced story."— James Traub, Wall Street Journal"Easily the best history I've read of the
evolution of the terror group."— Kareem Shaheen, The Guardian"Weiss and Hassan have
produced a detailed and readable book. Their informants include American and regional military
officials and intelligence operatives, defected Syrian spies and diplomats, and – most
fascinating of all – Syrians who work for Isis (these are divided into categories such as
politickers, pragmatists, opportunists and fence-sitters). The authors provide useful insights into
Isis governance – a combination of divide-and-rule, indoctrination and fear – and are well placed
for the task. Hassan, an expert on tribal and jihadist dynamics, is from Syria’s east. Weiss
reported from liberated al-Bab, outside Aleppo, before Isis took it over."—Robin Yassin-Kassab,
author of The Road from Damascus, is writing (with Leila al-Shami) a book on the civil activists
of the Syrian revolution, (The Guardian)“Recounted in painstaking detail . . . the book presents a
granular analysis of the IS’s organization, ideology, funding and recruitment.”—Muhammad
Idrees Ahmad, author of The Road to Iraq: the Making of a Neoconservative War (In These
Times)”ISIS: Inside the Army of Terror, by Michael Weiss and Hassan Hassan, does a first-rate
job of describing the Islamic State’s layers . . . in Syria and in Iraq.”— Paul Berman, author of A
Tale of Two Utopias, Terror and Liberalism, Power and the Idealists, and The Flight of the
Intellectuals (Tablet)“Concise, valuable, and a compelling read for anyone—general reader or
specialist—interested in ISIS.”— Aymenn Jawad al-Tamimi, Syria Comment“Incredibly rich and
valuable for the specialist and non-specialist alike . . . it is a rich and nuanced piece touching on
all the points that the arrival of ISIS has raised in Syria and Iraq.”— Tam Hussein, The Huffington
Post“Michael Weiss and Hassan Hassan provide a comprehensive account of how the Islamic
State came to be, who is to blame for its emergence, and why world leaders should be worried
about its expansion.”—Kevin Sullivan, editor of Real Clear World"ISIS: Inside the Army of Terror
is brilliantly easy to read . . . concise yet thorough, it will surprise and shatter the beliefs of
many.”—Kyle Orton, Middle East analyst, Left Foot Forward"[A] superb piece of journalism,
unsparing in its analysis of the folly of the Obama administration."— Nick Cohen, The Spectator
(UK)“Weiss and Hassan give a concise yet detailed account of the rise of the terror movement,
anybody who wants to work out where they stand on Iraq and Syria will find this book
invaluable”— Daniel Finkelstein, The Times Best Books of 2015About the AuthorMICHAEL
WEISS is a senior editor at The Daily Beast, a CNN contributor, and the editor-in-chief of The
Interpreter. He has written for Foreign Policy, The Guardian, Foreign Affairs, Politico, and a host
of other publications.HASSAN HASSAN is a resident fellow at the Tahrir Institute for Middle East
Policy and associate fellow at Chatham House. He is also a columnist for The National in Abu



Dhabi. His writing has frequently appeared in The Guardian, Foreign Policy, Foreign Affairs and
the New York Times.
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joel wing, “Probably the best of the early books on the Islamic State. Of all the early books on the
Islamic State ISIS Inside The Army of Terror might be the best one. It covers the rise, fall, and
then rise again of the group in Iraq, its expansion into Syria, and then overseas. It deals with why
people were drawn to IS, its governance, financing, ideology, indoctrination, and its foreign
terrorist attacks. It still has some faults, but overall, it sticks to the Islamic State unlike other
releases which highlights authors Weiss and Hassan’s research.ISIS Inside The Army of Terror
is mostly a chronological history of the Islamic state with occasional flashes forward to make
comparisons between the past and present. It starts off with Abu Musab al-Zarqawi who started
the group just before the 2003 invasion of Iraq. Although Zarqawi was a Jordanian he found
Iraqis who were willing to follow him due to Saddam Hussein’s Faith Campaign in the 1990s
which allowed for the growth of Salafism in the country, and Sunni resentment over the loss of
their power in the new Iraq. That brings up the role of Baathists in the organization which was a
hot topic amongst researchers in the 2010s. Weiss and Hassan note that there were a number
of former regime members in the top echelons in the group and asks whether Abu Bakr al-
Baghdadi’s rise to the top of the group was due to his ties to Baathists. In the end it argues that
the 2007 Surge and Awakening/Sahwa wiped out most of the group’s leadership that allowed
Iraqis to rise through the ranks thus allowing former Baathists to take on more prominent
roles.One thing it gets wrong, which was true for most of the books of its time was falling for the
misinformation campaign IS launched about Abu Omar al-Baghdadi. Weiss and Hassan write
that Abu Ayub al-Masri succeeded Zarqawi after his death in 2006 and claimed that Omar al-
Baghdadi may have been a front man. They also believed that Masri was closer to Al Qaeda’s
Ayman al-Zawahiri than Zarqawi and therefore was not committed to the war versus Iraq’s Shiite
like the former leader. IS spread this story that Omar al-Baghdadi might not be a real person and
if he was, he was just a figurehead and not the real leader of the group at the time to mislead the
Iraqis and Americans about what happened after Zarqawi was killed. Omar al-Baghdad was the
legitimate emir of the organization and helped rebuild it after the Surge and Awakening,
something that the book documents when it discusses how IS went after the tribes that had
turned on it with a carrot and stick approach, while not giving Omar al-Baghdadi credit for the
strategy. This misinformation about Masri and Baghdadi was repeated by many other authors
who had releases in the 2014-15 period when there was a boom in books on the group after it
declared its caliphate.Another issue with Weiss and Hassan was on how IS became such a
phenomenon and brought in followers from around the world. They mention a researcher who
argued that the Islamic State had a revolutionary appeal like communist and socialist groups
had in the 1960s and 70s. Other ideas were that it promised a true Islamic life, exploited the
Sunni-Shiite divide and offered a sense of adventure. The authors didn’t emphasize the utopian
vision of the caliphate enough nor had much depth to its use of the Internet that spread its
message internationally far beyond any previous jihadist group.On the other hand, it has a deft



portrayal of the Islamic State’s governance which it emphasized to its fans. Yes it provided
services and gave a sense of stability to war zones when it first took over. At the same time it
came with a huge dose of repression. It enforced sharia law, it made women cover themselves, it
extensively used torture, it banned popular habits like cigarette smoking, and carried out public
punishments and executions to scare and intimidate the populations it ruled. The book doesn’t
try to make it is as if IS made the trains run on time. It focuses upon the system of oppression the
group created to maintain its rule.ISIS Inside The Army of Terror stands out amongst its
contemporaries. This is the revised and updated version which includes new chapters that
brought the story of the group up to 2015. Many other books released at this time went off into
other subjects like the international jihadist movement to give context that might have been
motivated by their knowledge of Al Qaeda more than the Islamic State. This release maintains its
focus upon IS and shows that Weiss and Hassan put in the work to find out as much about their
topic as they could. Yes, it has some flaws, but most of its main points have proven true, and it
provides an extensive history of the group.Musings On Iraq blog”

SLIMJIM, “Informative read. This is the second book I have read on ISIS/Islamic State. I have
previously read Black Flag. I appreciated this present work that details to the readers further
insight into the Islamic State. The two authors definitely has done their research and while the
future will no doubt have more scholarly books analyzing ISIS with more information this book is
quite helpful at the moment given how little book length treatment currently exists on ISIS. I think
this work would still be important even in the future among the collection of works that paved the
way in terms of analyzing ISIS. Both authors are journalists who among other things contribute
to the periodical Foreign Policy. Their background no doubt is helpful. The book essentially
traces the history of how Al Qaeda in Iraq evolved into the Islamic state. The main question that
the book focuses on is how is an insurgency group that at one time was as a “junior varsity”
among terrorist’s organization eventually became its own self-proclaimed state.The book starts
off with the founder of Al Qaeda in Iraq name Abu Musab al-Zarqawi and how he founded the
group. It is intriguing to see the apocalyptic mindset of al-Zarqawi being described in which he
seems to be much more evil than Bin Laden at the height of his terrorist career. The author
pointed out that Bin Laden was largely silent about the question of the status of the Shiites
orthodoxy whereas al-Zarqawi was adamant in his view that Shiites were the enemies that
needed to the targets of suicide bombers. Abu Musab al-Zarqawi even managed to have his
own father in law commit himself as a suicide bomber in 2003. I had to google that to see if
there were other sources that mentioned that and not just something the book mentioned. Of
course with al-Zarqawi’s hardline position against the Shiites and eventually other Sunnis this
received the ironic backlash of Al Qaeda’s leadership condemning al-Zarqawi and calling him to
practice restraint. It is also interesting to read in this book how al-Zarqawi was at one dismissed
by Bin Laden but later with al-Zarqawi’s success in Iraq would later be spoken highly and
praised by Bin Laden. Often those in the West think of all members of Al Qaeda as blindly



following Bin Laden but here we see that al-Zarqawi was very capable of being his own man and
courted the franchise of “Al Qaeda” in order to attract attention of potential recruits, funds and
other support. Unlike Bin Laden, al-Zarqawi was also different than the other terrorist celebrity in
an important regard: al-Zarqawi believes that he is destined to re-establish the Caliphate which
means bringing about an Islamic empire again. This was the genesis of the “Caliphate” ideology
that would become a part of the “DNA” of his followers long after al-Zarqawi’s death by the
Americans going after him.I also appreciated how the authors were able to get a wide array of
sources for this book ranging from those who fought in insurgency in Syria against ISIS (and of
course the Syrian regime) to those whom ISIS have oppressed and even former ISIS members
who defected. One thing readers will find in this book that one probably won’t find discussed
elsewhere is the different kinds of fighters that make up the rank and files of ISIS fighters. Some
are die hard radical Islamists but the book pointed out there’s also degrees of radicalization and
also those who have different motivation for fighting. On the one hand you have those who were
a part of ISIS merely because of their identity with being Sunni in which the conflict in Iraq has
pitted Shiites against Sunni while on the other hand you have those who were former Baathists
of the previous regime of Saddam Hussein. I thought the book presents the argument rather
persuasively that ISIS is not monolithic and at times bear signature of a coalition of
disenfranchised Iraqi Sunni tribesmen, hard core Wahhabis, Sunni opportunists and former
Baathists.Another aspect of the book that I like is the authors exploration of the problem of the
Islamic State beyond seeing this as merely as an Iraqi problem and conflict. Readers must not
forget that the Islamic State presently occupy Syria as well and wishes to expand elsewhere.
The book is wonderful in that explores the Syrian Civil War and how that contributed to the rise
of ISIS. The authors argue that Assad’s Syrian regime have actually helped fuel and even
created the problem it has today with ISIS: at first the protests and civil war against Assad by the
rebels were largely a broad coalition of Syrians of various background despite religious and
ethnic background but that changed with deliberate policies by the Assad regime. They
intentionally released a lot of Sunni radicals from their prisons in order for them to fight against
Assad and therefore in both the home front and the court of public opinion it would look like
Assad was fighting a “war on terror.” At the same time according to the authors Assad regime
also sent out killing squads from Alawites descent in order to divide the people on religious lines
and therefore the minorities can be exploited to side with Assad against the Sunnis since the
conflict is now crafted as a way for the survival of these minorities. Simply evil. It is easy to be
conspiratorial when it comes to current events about the Middle East but the authors buttressed
their views with further evidences such as the fact that the Syrian armed forces focused more
resources and energy in attacking non-ISIS insurgents rather than attacking ISIS itself. Classic
divide-and-conquer tactic.There’s so much more in the book than this review can go over. I
highly recommend this work if you want to be informed and understand the Islamic State.”

Marcus Case, “Shocking and Unforgettable. Carefully researched and written with apparent



authority, 'ISIS: Inside the Army of Terror' offers the reader solid and remarkable insights into the
history, development and day-to-day reality of life within and around this terrorist caliphate. The
writing of this fine and memorable book must have been incredibly laborious and immensely
time-consuming. Shocking and unforgettable.”

SF, “Very good insight into ISIS. Yes, if you want to know more about this radical groups and
where there army, support and momentum springs from then look no where else.”

AdrianB, “A must read. Exactly as described, Very prompt and efficient,”

The book by Michael Weiss has a rating of  5 out of 4.2. 463 people have provided feedback.
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